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arrangement for England, it was scarcely possible to
have devised a more costly scheme of army organi-
sation for India; and yet it appears from evidence
given before a parliamentary committee by Sir
Thomas Pears, late Secretary of the Military De-
partment at the Indian Office, that there is no
official, record that the influence which would be
exercised on the finances of India by the short-
service system was ever considered by the English
Government.1

Although it may be fairly contended that, what-
ever reforms in administration are introduced, a
considerable time must elapse before such great
items of charge as those just referred to can be
materially reduced, yet an important saving might at
once be effected if the work of retrenchment were
vigorously taken in hand. An examination of the
home charges will at once show that a year never
elapses without various acts of extravagance being
sanctioned. In some instances' the amounts in-
volved may be small, but it not infrequently
happens, that the want of due economy is most
strikingly brought to light by some transaction in
which the expenditure involved is not large. I
might quote almost innumerable examples to show
this. Looking over the latest accounts of the home

1 See Report of East India Finance Committee, 1874, p. 53.